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April 14, 2025 

RE: Clean Air Partnership Board Memo from CAP Board Nominations Committee on Board 
Appointment Recommendation 

Background  

Clean Air Partnership has an up to 13-member board (with a requirement for at least 3 board 
members). Each board member is able to serve up to 2, 3-year terms for a maximum of a 6-year 
term.  

As of February 2025, CAP has 10 board members. However, the June 2025 CAP Board meeting 
will be Sarah Heynen, Stuart Galloway, Parag Datta and Lisa Prime’s last board meeting. As such 
there has been a CAP Nomination Committee effort to ensure a smooth transition plan and 
bring on board up to 6 new board members by June 2025 (three in April 2025 and three in June 
2025) 

The CAP Nomination Committee requested nominations from CAP Board members and 
undertook an open call for CAP Board applicants in late 2024 through posting the role external. 
The Nominations Committee received fifty-two external applications from candidates with 
varied backgrounds and ten nominations from the current CAP Board.  

After several months of interviews, the following candidates were offered Board roles, who 
have since accepted Board positions and will join the April 19,2025 Board meeting: 

• Patrick Gossage, Agrivoltaics Canada  

• Karen Chilholme, County of Wellington  

• Lee Hodgkinson, Dream Developments  

In the February Board meeting, it was also decided to continue to look for two more Board 
members that addresses the gaps outlined in the CAP Board skills matrix. More specifically, the 
Nominations Committee looked at Utility and Active Transportation to round out the Board.  

With consideration for the Board’s evaluation criteria for Director recruitment, it is the 
Nominations Committee recommendation that invitations to join the CAP Board should be 
extended to the following candidate at this time, and if accepted by the candidate, to be invited 
to the next board meeting in June 2025.  
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• Valerie Bennett, Director, Regulatory and Commercial Affairs 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/valerielynnbennett/  

The Nominations Committee is also in the final round of discussions with Kate Berry, AT Project 
Manager, City of Guelph and will make a final recommendation to the Board in the next two 
weeks via email to extend an invite to join the Board.  

Yours sincerely on behalf of the CAP Board Nominations Committee 

Parag Datta 

Chair of the Nominations Committee 

 

 

 

 

 


